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The Beausejour Daylily Gardens evolved from the dream of former mayor Fred Kazina who envisioned a park and tourist information site at the north entrance to Beausejour.  Richard and Sandra Kisiloski donated one acre from NE 2-13-7E RM of Brokenhead to the Town of Beausejour for a community green space.  The Town purchased an adjacent 1.15 acres in 2001 for approximately $600 per acre to create a 300 x 312 ft. site.  
While the park was never the project of the Beausejour Beautification Committee, they were involved in the planning stages and hoped to have it play an important part of the town’s first participation in Communities in Bloom.  The park was laid out according to a drawing by Linda Wilke.  Her design included a berm around the perimeter for shelter, raised flowerbeds along each side, a centre arbor, three large flowerbeds, and a picnic site.  

The land was leveled, drainage ditches, culverts, water pipes, and power were installed; driveways and a parking lot built and covered with crushed stone.  Work on the berm began in early summer of 2002.  The Town hauled 2000 yards of topsoil onto the site and purchased 80 tons of limestone from Gillis Quarries for $8778.  Inmates from Milner Ridge Corrections Centre built retaining walls for over 10,000 sq. ft. of raised flowerbeds.  

By the end of July, 300 Brandon cedars (4-5 ft high) were planted along the berm and in the upper level of the raised beds; 50 Amur maples and 50 Prairie Sky Poplars were staggered around the perimeter.  The flowerbeds that ran 200 ft. along each side, a 40 ft. diameter shade bed, a 48 ft. diameter rose garden, and the 70 ft. lily bed were left to be planted in 2003.  

The summer of 2002 was hot, dry and windy.  There was no shelter, and no well.  Nearby fields drifted in and out of the park. The beautiful cedars became brittle brown reminders of harsh prairie conditions.   Priorities changed and progress on the park stalled.  

Linda Stilkowski’s article entitled “Garden Revolution” (Nov. 2002 – Winnipeg Free Press) was the inspiration for the Beausejour Daylily Gardens.   It was about Janice Dehod, and the volunteers who created the Patrick Healey Daylily Walk in Winnipeg’s Assiniboine Park.   It was the first American Hemerocallis Society (AHS) Display Garden on the Canadian prairies.  

The purpose of an AHS Display Garden is to educate the public and showcase modern daylilies.   It must have over 200 different cultivars, each one well labeled, represent several hybridizers, be well maintained, be open to the public, and comply with annual reporting and inspection.  Daylilies are hardy, pest resistant, low maintenance, eco friendly perennials that come in every colour but blue.

Carol Bender contacted Janice Dehod to see if it would be possible to have a Display Garden in Beausejour.   We could count on support from Janice and Friends of the Assiniboine Park Conservatory.  
The next contact was Hugh Penwarden, head gardener at Riding Mountain National Park since 1978.     Wasagaming, formerly known as Clear Lake, was built as a resort and headquarters for Manitoba’s first national park in the 1930s.  The original plantings consisted mainly of annuals with full time staff growing tens of thousands of annuals in glass greenhouses.   Hugh substituted perennials and organic maintenance to reduce the cost of labour, materials, water and chemicals.  And he was willing to help us.
Late in 2002, volunteers from the Prairie Roots Garden Club, Beausejour Beautification Committee, and others, presented Town Council with a proposal:

Allow us to create a Daylily Display Garden and strive for official AHS designation in three years.  Council approved. The volunteers, later known as the “Friends of the Beausejour Daylily Gardens” proved that anything is possible.     

In June of 2003 Lydia Ewasko, Eleanor Weedmark, Darlene Omichinski, and Carol Bender returned with a van load of daylilies, a gift from Riding Mountain National Park.  Dozens of volunteers helped plant them.   There was a lot of open space. 
Patrick Healey, “Mr. Daylily” had provided the daylilies to Wasagaming.  Thanks to his generosity, by the fall of 2003, our park had 150 daylily cultivars, over 70 varieties of iris, dozens of peonies, and other perennials.  Volunteers, made August and October trips to Oakhill Farm to dig, and then replant thousands of plants in our Gardens - well into November.  

Every perennial had to be marked so we could find it in the spring; know what colour and height to expect; and not mistake it for a weed. There was no money for plant markers so plastic blind slats were used.   Permanent metal markers were too expensive so each one was fabricated from a metal hanger and an aluminum drink tin.  The information was stamped into the metal one letter at a time.   Harold Bender made over 3000 markers. Today, markers are made of corplast and weatherproof labels, but wire hangers still provide the frame.  

The location of every plant on the 2-acre site had to be mapped and recorded on a drawing. Bob Carmichael created a grid map of the site.   We cut & painted old hockey sticks to mark 10 ft. intervals along the berm.  They rotted and were replaced with PVC markers in 2007.  

The BDG is a demonstration site for crushed glass mulch.  This attractive, rodent resistant mulch was laid between the shrubs on top of a weed barrier.  Recycled rubber baseboards from Edward Schreyer School became low cost edging.  

2004 was cold and wet.  At first glance, the new park looked like a garden of shiny markers.  April showers came, continued, and flooded into May.  Then it snowed.  The 249 Beausejour Air Cadets and their parents arrived like Garden Angels.    They helped weed, lay mulch material, plant flowers, and 300 lilac saplings. 

In 2005 we added the Tyndall stone pillars, the metal arches, and the entrance planter.  The challenge was to install eight support piers along the centre walkway without destroying the retaining walls and plants on either side.  Mb Hydro solved the problem.  Wm Relf resurfaced every discoloured Tyndall stone; then he and Richard Rogoski built the pillars.  Paul Mazur and Sons fabricated the metal arches.  We planted all the new dwarf sour cherries, later  known as the Romance series.  

The Beausejour Daylily Gardens received American and Canadian Display Garden status in 2005.  It is a Zone 2b “community” AHS Display Garden, and the only one on the Canadian prairies.  Wm Relf sealed a time capsule into the entrance planter in Oct. 2005.  

The AHS designation cannot survive without “Garden Angels”, the volunteers who adopt sections and maintain them to AHS Display Garden standards. Other volunteers, “Friends”, are involved in promotion, fundraising, planning and researching the plants and trees that go into the park.  

The well was dug in 2006.  Stan Marek built the information shed in 2007.  It featured a “Welcome to Beausejour” sign, a large town map, and history of the Gardens.  We added a lawn checkerboard, benches, rubber stepping stones, and improved the walkway.  The Busy Bunch 4H club made concrete stepping stones, and the Beausejour Scouts donated bluebird houses.  

We continued to loose plants and trees, and face increased risk of West Nile virus, because of poor drainage.   John Hayles donated a topographical map of the site.  In 2008, Green Oak Gardens regraded the site, added 250 yards of fill, installed drainage pipes, raised the flowerbeds around the checkerboard, improved the walkways, and laid sod over the entire site.  
In 2010 the picnic site was hard surfaced and improved.  It contains two checkerboards, and is used for concerts, workshops and weddings.   Seven large trees were added to the park.  Joe Kruk donated a purple martin tower. 
The Capital projects are the result of fundraising, private contributions, provincial programs such as Hometown, Community Places, Green Team, and Mb Hydro Forest Enhancement, Town and RM support, and the endless hours from volunteers, and service groups.   T 
Over 4000 people visit the Gardens each season. Today our Gardens showcase 600 daylily cultivars, thousands of iris, peonies, lilies, and ornamental shrubs and trees.  
Check www.beausejourdaylilygardens.com  for updates.  We appreciate your comments and support.  Please adopt a section, or provide a few hours of 
respite for a Garden Angel.  Dedicate a tree to celebrate a special person, or event.  Celebrate the Beausejour Centennial.  

